Your guide to a thriving,
By native waterwise garden




About this guide
This guide has been developed by SERCUL in partnership with the
City of Stirling and is intended for City of Stirling residents. It is a
general guide only.

Nestled on the picturesque Swan Coastal Plain, the City of Stirling
enjoys a landscape that’s mostly flat, with soft undulations and low hills
that stretch toward the horizon. The wetlands and the coastal areas
are a dominant feature of Mooro Nyoongar Boodjar. The gentle terrain
creates a welcoming environment for both residents and native wildlife.

The region is known for its sandy soils, especially near the coastline.
These well-drained soils support a rich variety of native plants and
contribute to Stirling’s vibrant natural character. As you move inland,
the soil becomes more diverse, with loamier textures and occasional
clay patches, particularly around wetlands. All these features add to the
ecological richness of the area.

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Wadjak people
of the Nyoongar nation, and pay respect to Elders both past and present.
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. West Coastal Friendly
‘ Central Suitable
Bee attracting
@@ Butterfly attracting
@0 Bird attracting
j Black Cockatoo attracting
@ Water Wise*

Text colour defines start
of flowering time:
Spring

Summer

Autumn

Winter

All Year

Plants with a WaterWise rating are considered WaterWise by the Water
Corporation, see page 17 for more information.



Central

Central Coastal Plain soils

are 10-20 km’s from the coast
and tend to be grey, white or
very pale brown sand. They
are comprised mainly of deep
sands. They range from neutral
to acid soils.

West Coastal

Stretching from Neerabup

in the north to Karnup in the
south, West Coastal Plain soils
are largely yellow, orange or
brown sand, usually with a
grey surface, over limestone at
depth. They tend to be neutral
in the surface soils.

Coastal

Coastal soils can be found

in suburbs along the coast
stretching from Jindalee to
Singleton. They are deep, white
in colour and comprise beach
sand containing limestone.
They tend to be strongly
alkaline (pH >7).
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Use the map to identify the soil type

in your suburb. Coastal

Dont live in the City of Stirling and
can’t find your suburb?

Visit www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/
fertilise-wise/ to view the full map Central

West Coastal



https://www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/fertilise-wise/
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Trees (Up to 15m)

Large Shrubs (3 to 5m)

Common Name

Height Flower

Common Name Height Flower

Botanical Name Colour

zzzsg?}gjuosa 12-15  white Aug-Dec @@ 7 30
Alosassarin isseriana 5 DOWn Va0t @@ @S
gz:%; 222';;3 1-8 orange Dec-Feb @& _J0
ey 56 yelw  sepo @@@T40
g::;i?; I;Sri;ndis 10 yellow SepDec @@ J
gggﬂ?aa;ﬁ?;;l;: - 10 (F:)irgl;r;w Mar-Jan @4
s, 10 pnker reA @@ A0
a4 o0 don @10
SeaoaeT 0 ST e @40
Fc‘g;miyzzﬁ Pine 4-6 brown Jan-Dec @@ & _J(0
TSN 5w oeota @0
gy 12 mne Ve @@A0
ELe/ggZ/Zrth decipiens 15 white Aug-Jan @Y7
Ill_—'lzllirar/fptus erythrocorys ’ yellow Feb-Apr @@ 20
2:?2%/;?52 lehmannii 24 %Tliw all year @ W
I\E/lsct::s;;:ls macrocarpa 5 red, pink  allyear @ WO
S, 9T G b @@
(I:zzgaall)i)l;:;; torquata 4-1 pink red  Aug-Dec @7
I\R/Ic;tltanlgztc;elz-;g)/a ta ° white Oct-Mar @@
Xylomlum angustiofm white|  DecFeb @@

7
—

Botanical Name (m) Colour

zgg;gi?/c\g;aptsﬂe 3 yellow Sep-Jan @@ ()
iggi:c;;%aligna 5 yellow Aug-Oct @@ U0
Acenanthos cyororum 24 e Sep-Feb @@
Banksia sessils 45 yelow  MayNov @@TVS
Banksia spociosa 5 ceam  JanFer @@THAY
-gsr?oi;qeorlr(nel,?rl:lst?iplinervium 45  greyishwhite Aug-Nov @@ 7T
girctlr;ningll:asgketﬁana 4 green, red Ju-Oct @)Y
Gastrolobium ebracteolatum red, yellow  Sep-Jan @
flﬁezogsgiulenta 45  red Aug-Sep @@ 0
:z(ser;';?::;ata 3 white Aug-Nov @7

Hakos tifurcata a5 Moo o0 @0
Hakea vitora 3 e colourtd yp i @
fnﬂ?ﬁiﬁ'ﬁ riedlei S red cones Sep-Oct @@
Volleuca huegeli S whie Nov-Jan @@ 0
Eﬁg,gﬁ::ynrg:f 4 yellow, cream May-Nov @ ()

Basket Bush 3 white JunNov @@

Spyridium globulosum
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Medium Shrubs (1m - 3m)

Medium Shrubs (1m - 3m)

Common Name Height Flower Flower

Botanical Name (m) Colour Time

Dodonaes aptora 3 geen  April @
Erommea pauatiora - 152 omnge  SepDec @@
Zfégzgf\gs;sgrsgemaea 1.5 pink-purple  Oct-Feb @ ()
g?ekvip;lgge;trophi/oides 8 pink Jan-Nov @O
:ZZZZ ?:.::carpha 8 ;V;:Lev;/, pink  Jun-Sep o0 ]
2222: rltj:;?c?lia s white Dec-Mar @@
Piobats conerome 15 velow  AugDec @0
\Z\g;taenisap\;zz/)inalis 25 white Aug-Nov @
Mololoua corgiopnyia 15 whie  Jubdan @@
;gzz;zt;%%gf%:z dos 0-3-1:5 pink-purple all year Q@ WO
Molalonea ponogona. 013 Pk SepDec @I
Veoucn e, 1 oeam  SepDec @@
Wyoporam copranides 15 whie  alyear @7
I/?ﬂ(i/%t;slrfm insulare 2 white Aug-Nov @)
((:)CI):aSrtlzl Ex?/l/sé{isB e 2 Zﬁi’;% Nov-Jul @ ®(

Wedding Bush

Common Name Height  Flower Flower

Botanical Name (m) Colour Time

zic?aigi.\alv c?;t:;learis 2 yellow Aug-Sep @ U0
hoacia dontiora 3 goden  AugNov @
Zrci:‘éll}all’\pfl)li?);la 15 yellow Jun-Oct @@%P
ﬁr;gg;e;ﬁcigll\;est Coast Wattle 05-2 yellow Jun-Sep @GP
EZZijnZLOovzeorbovatus 2 2?2:96; May-Dec @&
ngggzgﬂs sericeus 0.5-2 red Jun-Apr @0
,I?\)’/Voacr;ssuhaenc':vaakhumi//s 15 brown, red  May-Nov @4
/Iz\illsggl;:zslstljj:gelii 1-3 lilac Sep-Dec @) WP
Atlox cinerez 15 Jelow  SeptDec @
Airplex satdes 2 geen  Main @@
Bankia armats 15 yelow  JunNov @
gzzgfsft;gitgssrrosa 2 red allyear @70
\éVOir;gslggfar;nia 0.3-2 pink, white  Jul-Dec @) U7
Calomamnus quadnius 2 AugDec @@ @I
Caimus sguoss 15 bloodred  MarOct @0
\(ll‘vf?amnsggugszl uncinatum 8 pink Aug-Nov @) U7 &0
Fc,lsgg)i,jerp;'f/i??::urvum 0.4-1 white-grey ~ Jul-Nov @
Conospermum stoschadis 1S P JiNov @
Dampiora tores. 0208 blue AugNov @
Southern Diplolaena 5 orange uSep @@

Diplolaena dampieri

Ricinocarpos glaucus 0.3-2  white Ju-Dec  @®0
SwSrmen® 1 e Agbc @50
SO 15 e oeoter @10
CT;:;IEZ?O;?; ng:tEL}/sa 2 red Apr-Sep @@ WO
Grass Tree 3 white Nov-Jan @@ P& _20

Xanthorrhoea preissii




Small Shrubs (less than 1m)

Small Shrubs (less than 1m)

Common Name Height Flower Flower

Botanical Name (m) Colour Time

Dune Moses 0.5-1  yellow Jun-Aug @@GP ()
Acacia lasiocarpa

e o S sy @@
igzsc?aVIYv?Itltcl)’Znowiana 05 yellow Jun-Oct  @UP
ottt oy gar s @@@O
Efgsfgtnzezgg:i 1 purple, pink Nov-Feb @
msdBomia  upea Agon @0
GrmwBon o5 TS uox @0
g};}"’ms;gfgg 1 yellow Aug-Dec @57t
S ST o5 o o @
Zi:};tf;r;;nszﬁoalytrix 0.6-1  pink, purple allyear @@
gg?u?ig?atl)iigaprigra 05 indigo Ju-Nov @@S70
\[()?;lgl];gngc;SnZUSI‘ifolia 1 red Jul-sep @
Enchyiena tomentosa " 1 May-Sep @@
E;r?vl;g;zilaglabra 0.5-1  orange Mar-Dec @@ )P &
Iif::lfear:g pauciflora 0.3 white allyear @@
Yellow Pea 0.7 yellow Ju-Dec @SR

Gompholobium aristatum

Purple Heath Pea

Gompholobium confertum

blue-purple

Aug-Mar

Hairy Yellow Pea

Gompholobium tomentosum

yellow

Aug-Dec

Little Crith
Grevillea crithmifolia

white, pink

é;i‘\vyv\f?',,”
" £

L

Jul-Nov

Y !v“"-‘\
‘ 5
T PN y

Common Name Height Flower Flower

Botanical Name (m) Colour Time

“Gs’r‘fe?/?l‘l)er:};reissii 0.5-1 red Jun-Sep @@ O
Croviloa tholomamniana 041 ed May-Sep @@ U0
atiipn i .71 mauve Ju-oct @

Wioberia racomosa 03 yelow  JuNov @@@
Hisberta stelars | jolow  PugDec @

EI?)\\//ZZ ZLT’gens 1 purple Jun-Nov @
22?;;?2;;2‘;;2 0.7 purple Jun-Sep @
\I/-IV;;i)tc()aczll))i:J;a angustifolium ! pink-white  Jun-Oct ~ @ U7 0
bypocaymmarobustum 1 bk ot @@
%ﬁiﬂa sericea 0.6 zgnge& Dec-Feb Q@@
oGt o o @
ConlowgLo A 05 pene  goee @
(Lzzsgtiazligsgrownii 05 yellow all year L L Qg
oy tls e soptoo @7
I
Ilzi;(tifc;;r)rl]vc;lgslinearis 0.7 pink, mauve  Sep-Nov .@‘4 0 f

Pepper-and-salt
Philotheca spicata
False Boronia white-

Phyllanthus calycinus cream, pink Jundan @@
Coast Banjine
Pimelea ferruginea

lilac Jun-Oct @@

Sep-Nov




Small Shrubs (less than 1m)

Common Name Height Flower Flower

Botanical Name (m) Colour Time

Rose Banjine pale-deep ) o)
Pimelea rosea ! pink Aug-Nov @15
Berry Saltbush : QP
Rhagodia baccata 05 red Mar-dun @@
Thick-leaved Fanflower )
Scaevola crassifolia 0.5-0.8  blue Ju-Feb  @UO
Myrtle/Coastal Thryptomene . ) ?
Thryptomene baeckeacea pink May-Oct @/ W0
Bushy Featherflower . . i Qs
Verticordia densiflora 1 pink, white Nov-Jan @@ WO
Native Rosemary 0.5 white Jun-Jan @ ()

Westringia dampieri

]
P~

giigilzvnthos humilis 0.5 orange Aug-Oct @@ U
/lf\i?ggoazrgsﬂf;sw manglesii red & green  Sep-Nov @@ U0
e ene’ 1 geen  Sopov @O
e gma 2 S Aun @@
e oons 05 o S0 @@
e o 00 vhiohan Ao @1
e 03 yelow  SepNov @@
s 05 vlon A @@@: 0
22?225%22222?: 03 yellow Sep-Oct @
Seus 1 mme s @@@1 0
gz:%%%zzgeob”gapiﬂipes 1.5 purple/pink  Sept-Jan @7y U?
oot ocun @@
Zc:sglcw:elg;f;;:;slroidea 0.5 grey Aug-Nov @@
'\OA/c')t;lnricngalr:i‘zus laxus 0.4-0.6  blue Aug-Oct @@ W7
Ii:;zlriolzri?occidentalis 05-08 purple Sep-Oct @@ WO
Long-leaved Spinifex 05 green Apr-Jan o

Spinifex longifolius




Climbhers and Groundcovers

Common Name Flower Flower
Botanical Name Colour Time
Coastal Jugflower i dark red, ) )
Adenanthos cuneatus 0315 pink Jan-Dec @@ WO
White-flowered Billardiera . .
Billardiera floribunda climber  white Dec-Feb @
Australian Bluebell :
e climber blue Oct-Feb @@ = =
Bilargera hlerophyla Garden Design and Plant Selection Tips
Carpobro?‘us virescens 0.3 pale purple  Jun-Jan @0
Small-leaved Clematis . + Plan on paper: Map out eating spaces, play areas, paths and utility
Clematis linearifolia climber  cream Ju-Sep @ U zones and incorporate these into your garden design
Common Clematis climber white Ju-oct @@57 + Manage views: Consider how the garden looks from inside the
Clematis pubescens house. Frame good views with attractive plants and use screening
I’\-llzgzgnvg:esrtg‘i;iomptoniana climber  purple Jun-Sep @@@ U plants to hide eyesores
Snakebush ow auve dlyer ©O@ 0 + Place trees wisely: Plant trees at least 2m from fences and walls so
Hemiandra pungens u y growth isn’t hampered or they don’t become a nuisance
Coral Vine climber red-yellow  Ju-Nov @ @0 + Prepare the site: Remove weeds, prepare the soil and install

Kennedia coccinea

Running Postman
Kennedia prostrata

irrigation before planting and mulching

Aug-Nov + Improve the soil: Add compost and conditioners, test soil regularly

and apply mulch after planting
+ Choose plants carefully:
+ Use native plants suited to your local soil/climate (eg coastal plants
will grow inland, but inland plants don’t grow well on the coast)
+ Avoid environmental weeds
+ Group plants with similar water, fertiliser and light needs.
+ Check mature size and growth habit
+ Select plants that flower across different seasons
+ Repeat plant themes and use odd-number groupings
+ Layer heights (trees - shrubs - groundcovers).
+ Planting timing: Plant in late April or May after the first autumn rains

+ Keep your garden evolving: Review, adjust and add new plants
over time.

S
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Planning a Firewise
Property and Garden

Thoughtful garden design plays a vital role

in reducing bushfire risk while preserving the
character and beauty of your outdoor space.

In the City of Stirling, integrating firewise principles
such as strategic plant placement, low-flammability
species and clear zones around structures, can
enhance safety without compromising aesthetics.

If your property includes a bushfire management
plan approved during development, it is essential
to follow the specific landscaping requirements
outlined in that plan. For practical tips and plant
suggestions suited to Perth’s climate, visit DFES
Firewise Gardening.

https://publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/
firewise-gardening-in-western-australia

Watering

WA plants are adapted to dry
conditions and thrive with minimal
water. Overwatering can cause
weak growth, fewer flowers and
root diseases, while also washing
nutrients from sandy soils.

To promote strong, drought-tolerant
roots, water deeply but infrequently.
Some plants may benefit from
occasional summer watering to stay
healthy and looking their best.

When to water (always follow
water restrictions)

For new plants water:

» Once or twice a week in the first
few weeks after planting and
during the first 1-2 summers until
plants are established (generally
from about November-May until
the first good rain occurs).

For established plants water:

*  When there is a heat wave

+  When the soil under the surface
is dry

+  When there are signs of stress

(eg wilting, dull foliage colour,
leaf shrinkage).

In general the watering regime for
mature plants varies with the soil
type, origin of the plant, season and
natural rainfall.

What irrigation to use

WA plants like the soil surface to
remain dry and many are sensitive
to overhead watering (eg sprinklers,
misters). Thus the best irrigation

to use is adjustable dripper/trickle
systems or subsurface irrigation.

Watering tips

+ Water in the morning as
moisture sitting on plant leaves
and stems overnight can cause
plant diseases

* Avoid watering only the soll
surface layer as this encourages
shallow roots making plants
more susceptible to drying out
and blowing over. Longer deeper
watering encourages the growth
of deeper, more stable roots

+ Use wetting agents if soil
repels water

» Use high-flow drippers for thirsty
plants (eg Boronia).

*Plants with a WaterWise rating are considered WaterWise by the Water
Corporation, meaning that once established in improved soil it will only
need watering once a week during summer, or on your rostered watering

days and less frequently, if at all, during cooler months.
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Fertilisers

Most WA natives don’t need fertiliser as they are adapted to low-nutrient
soils and excess fertiliser (especially phosphorus) can harm sensitive
species like Banksias, Grevilleas, and Hakeas.

When to fertilise:

+ At planting (small amount in hole)

+ Only in spring if deficiency is visible.

What to use:

+ Slow-release organic native fertiliser with low/no phosphorus and
low nitrogen

+ Seaweed or fish emulsion for plant health.

What to avoid:

+ Fertilising sensitive species (Proteaceae family)

+ Over-feeding Everlastings (they grow too tall and flop).

Always follow the label instructions carefully.

Grevilleacrithmifolia

Muiching

Good mulch consists of a mixture of different sized materials
such as leaves, twigs and bark, lets water easily penetrate
through to the soil and prevents evaporation. The mulch
materials shouldn’t absorb too much water, otherwise they
make less available to the plants.

Best muich:

+ Natural leaf litter and groundcovers formed by plants in
your garden

+ Street tree mulch (remove visible weeds)
+ Gravel or crushed brick (great for windy spots).

When to mulch:
+  Apply in spring/early summer
+ Refresh organic mulch seasonally.

How to muich:

Apply mulch 5cm thick, keeping mulch away from plant stems.

Create a bowl shape around the plant to aid water retention.

Avoid:

+ Thick mulch layers (blocks water)

+  Raw wood chips or sawdust (tie up nutrients, repel water)
+ Soft leafy mulches (break down too fast)

+ Packaged mulches high in nitrogen or phosphorus.

References and more information:

+ A New Image for WA Plants - George Lullfitz

+ Grow With Us - Wildflower Society of WA

+ Growing Locals - Robert Powell

+ Growing local Plants - www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/fertilise-wise/

+ Water Corporation Plants - https://www.watercorporation.com.au/
waterwise/waterwise-plants

+ DFES - https://publications.dfes.wa.gov.au/publications/firewise-gardening-
in-western-australia

+ City of Stirling - https://www.stirling.wa.gov.au/waste-and-environment/
living-green-program
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